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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

An information processing apparatus which can access 
a plurality of databases, comprising: 

irst copying means for copying data selected from a 
5 first database to a second database; 

determination means for determining if each of 
attribute items\of attribute information appended to the data 
can be set in the\second database; and 

second copying \ieans for copying information of an 
10 attribute item, which re determined by said determination 
means not to be settable m the second database, to a 
predetermined attribute item\^>f the second database. 

The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said second 
copVLng means copies information of an attribute item, which 
J 15 is determined by said determination means to be settable in 

j the second dajtabase, to a corresponding attribute item of 

the second dhx^base, and copies information of the attribute 
item, which /isNoetermined by said determination means not 
to be settable in\he second database, to the predetermined.. 
20 attribute item of the second database. . 
K/1 ^7 3\ The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said second 
copying means copies the information of the attribute item 
which cahnot be set in the second database to the 
predetermined item in a predetermined format which indicates 
25 information of\a mismatching attribute, item. 



4. The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the 



predetermined format indicates an attribute item name and 
contents thereof . / 

5. The apparatus according to claim 4, further comprising 
information recovery means for, when said second copying 

5 means detects attribute information stored in the 

predetermined ^attribute item in the predetermined format, 
recovering tehe attribute information on the basis of the 
attribute' item name and contents thereof indicated by the 
information. 

6. The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising: 
\ holding means for holding conversion information 

indicating a correspondence between attribute items of the 
first atad second databases, and 

wherfein said determination means determines based on 
15 the conversion information if each of the attribute items 
of the attribute information appended to the data can be set 
in the second diabase. 

7 . An inf ormation\processing apparatus for backing up data 

present in a plurality of databases, comprising: 
20 first copying means\for copying data present in one- of - 

the plurality of databases\to a backup database; 

determination means f or\determining if each of 

attribute items of attribute information appended to the data 

can be set in the backup database* 
25 second copying means for copying information of an 

attribute item, which is determined by, said determination 




means to be settable in the backup database, to a 
corresponding attribute item of the backup database, and 
copyiW information of an attribute item, which is determined 
by said\3etermination means not to be settable in the backup 
5 database, V:o a predetermined item of the backup database in 
a predetermined format; and 

information recovery means for, when attribute 
information stored in the predetermined attribute item in 
the predetermined format is detected upon copying data from 
10 the backup database \o one of the plurality of databases, 
recovering the attribute information on the basis of an 
attribute item name and Contents thereof indicated by the 
information. 

8. An information processing apparatus which can access 
15 a plurality of databases, comprising: 

first copying means for copying data selected from a 
first database to a second database; 

holding means for holding conversion information 
indicating a correspondence between attribute items of the 

20 first and second databases; 

conversion means for converting each of attribute items 
of attribute information appended to data copied by said 
first copying means to an attribute item of the second 
database in accordance with the conversion information; and 
25 second copying means for copying the attribute 

information converted by said conversion means as attribute 



inf ormation in the second database. 

9. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein when an 
attribute item which is not set in the conversion information 
is found, said second copying means copies the attribute item 
and attribute information thereof to a predetermined 
attribute item in the second database. 

10. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein when the 
conversion information corresponding to the first and second 
databases is not held in said holding means, said second 
copying means copies attribute items which cannot be set to 
a predetermined attribute item of the second database in a 
predetermined format . 

11. The apparatus according to claim 8, further comprising 
creation means for, when the conversion information 
corresponding to the first and second databases is not held 
in said holding means, executing processing for creating the 
conversion information on the basis of a user's input, and 

wherein said conversion means converts the attribute 
information using the conversion inf ormation created by said 
creation means. . . . 

12. An information processing method which can access, a 
plurality of databases, comprising: 

the first copying step of copying data selected from 
a first database to a second database; 

the determination step of determining if each of 
attribute items of attribute information appended to the data 




can be set in the second database; and 

\he second copying step of copying information of an 
attributed tern, which is determined in the determination step 
not to be setoable in the second database, to a predetermined 
attribute item \>f the second database. 

The method according to claim 12, wherein the second 
copVing step includes the step of copying information of an 
attriWte item, which is determined in the determination step 
to be set table in the second database, to a corresponding 
0 attribute AJiem of the second database, and copying 

informatyon cd: the attribute item, which is determined in 
the determination step not to be settable in the second 
database, to the predetermined attribute item of the second 
database . 

[A. The method according to claim 12, wherein the second 
copying step includes the step of copying the information 
of the >^ttribute item which cannot be set in the second 
database tCKthe predetermined item in a predetermined format 
which indicate^ information of a mismatching attribute item. 
0 15. The method according^£o claim. 14, wherein the ... , , : 
predetermined f ormax indicates an attribute item name^ and 
contents thereof. 

16. The method according to claim 15, further comprising 
the information recovery step of recovering the attribute 
information on the basis of the attribute item name and 
contents thereof indicated by attribute information, when 
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attribute information stored in the predetermined attribute 
item in the predetermined format is detected in the second 
copying step. 

1^/ XJ * The method according to claim 12, further comprising: 
the holding step of holding conversion information 
indicating a correspondence between attribute items of the 
first an& second databases, and 

wherem the determination step includes the step of 
determining based on the conversion information if each of 
10 the attribute items of the attribute information appended 
to the data can be s^t in the second database . 
18. An information processing method for backing up data 
present in a plurality of databases, comprising: 

the first copying stepv of copying data present in one 
15 of the plurality of databases^ to a backup database; 

the determination step of ^determining if each of 
attribute items of attribute information appended to the data 
can be set in the backup database; 

the second copying step of copying information of an 
20 attribute item, which is determined in the.de termination step 
to be settable in the backup database, to, a corresponding 
attribute item of the backup database, andV copying 
information of an attribute item, which is determined in the 
determination step not to be settable in the backup database, 
25 to a predetermined item of the backup database a 
predetermined format; and 
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\:he information recovery step of recovering attribute 
information on the basis of an attribute item name and 
contents thereof indicated by attribute information, when 
attribute information stored in the predetermined attribute 
5 item in the predetermined format is detected upon copying 
data from the bac\up database to one of the plurality of 
databases . * 

19 . An information processing method which can access a 
plurality of databases, comprising: 

10 the first copying step of copying data selected from 

a first database to a second database; 

the holding step of holding conversion information 

indicating a correspondence between attribute items of the 

first and second databases; 
15 the conversion step of converting each of attribute 

items of attribute information appended to data copied in 

the first copying step to an attribute item of the second 

database in accordance with the conversion information; and 
the second copying step of copying the attribute 
20 information converted in the conversion step as attribute 

information in the second database. . - 

20. The method according to claim 19, wherein when an 
attribute item which is not set in the conversion information 
is found, the second copying step includes the step of copying 

2 5 the attribute item and attribute information thereof to a 
predetermined attribute item in the second database. 



21. The method according to claim 19, wherein when the 
conversion information corresponding to the first and second 
databases is not held in the holding step, the second copying 
step includes the step of copying attribute items which 

5 cannot be set to a predetermined attribute item of the second 
database in a predetermined format. 

22. The method according to claim 19, further comprising 
the creation step of executing processing for creating 
conversion information on the basis of a user's input, when 

10 the conversion information corresponding to the first and 
second databases is not held in the holding step, and 
wherein the conversion step includes the step of 
converting the attribute information using the conversion 
information created in the creation step. 
5 ^23 . A database system which can copy data between a 
plurality of databases, comprising: 

N^Lrst copying means for copying data selected from a 
first database to a second database; 

determination means for determining if each of - - 
20 attribute itemssof attribute information appended to the data 
can be set in theNsecond database; and 

second copying Naeans for copying information of an 
attribute item, which re determined by said determination 
means not to be settable \n the second database, to a 
25 predetermined attribute itenkof the second database. 

24. A database system having \ plurality of databases, 




(comprising: 

\ a backup database for backing up data present in the 
plurality of databases; 

f iVst copying means for copying data present in one of 
5 the plurality of databases to said backup database; 

determination means for determining if each of 
attribute items of attribute information appended to the data 
can be set in Wid backup database; 

second copying means for copying information of an 
10 attribute item, wnich is determined by said determination 
means to be settablet in said backup database, to a 
corresponding attribute item of said backup database, and 
copying information of ah. attribute item, which is determined 
by said determination means not to be settable in said backup 
15 database, to a predetermined item of said backup database 
in a predetermined format; Vnd 

information recovery means for, when attribute 
information stored in the predetermined attribute item in 
the predetermined format is detected upon copying data from 
20 said backup database to one of thA plurality of databases, 
recovering the attribute information on the basis of an 
attribute item name and contents thereof indicated by the 
information. \ 
25. A database system which can copy data between a 
25 plurality of databases, comprising: 

first copying means for copying data selected from a 
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first database to a second database; 

holding means for holding conversion information 
indicating a correspondence between attribute items of the 
first and second databases; 
5 conversion means for converting each of attribute items 

of attribute information appended to data copied by said 
first copying means to an attribute item of the second 
database in accordance with the conversion information; and 
second copying means for copying the attribute 
10 information converted by said conversion means as attribute 
information in the second database. 
f\%^ ^6 . A method of controlling a database system which can copy 
dats^. between a plurality of databases, comprising: 

:he first copying step of copying data selected from 
15 a f irstNdatabase to a second database; 

the determination step of determining if each of 
attribute itetas of attribute information appended to the data 
can be set in tl^e second database; and 

the second copying step of copying information of an 
20 attribute item, whichNls determined in the determination step 
not to be set table in the^second database, to a predetermined 
attribute item of the second database. 

27. A method of controlling a database system having a 
plurality of databases includ\ng a backup database, 
25 comprising: 

the first copying step of copying data present in one 




of the plurality of databases to the backup database; 
\ the determination step of determining if each of 

attrimite items of attribute information appended to the data 

can be set in the backup database; 
5 the second copying step of copying information of an 

attribute itW, which is determined in the determination step 

to be settable. in the backup database, to a corresponding 

attribute item df the backup database, and copying 

information of an Attribute item, which is determined in the 
10 determination step nbt to be set table in the backup database, 

to a predetermined item of the backup database in a 

predetermined format; and 

the information rec^ery step of recovering attribute 

information on the basis oi^ an attribute item name and 
15 contents thereof indicated bV attribute information, when 

attribute information stored in\the predetermined attribute 

item in the predetermined format\is detected upon copying 

data from the backup database to Vie of the plurality of 

databases . \ 
20 28 . A method of controlling a database system which can copy 

data between a plurality of databases, comprising: 

the first copying step of copying data selected from 

a first database to a second database; 

the holding step of holding conversion information 
25 indicating a correspondence between attribute items of the 

first and second databases; 
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the conversion step of converting each of attribute 
items of attribute information appended to data copied in 
the first copying step to an attribute item of the second 
database in accordance with the conversion information; and 

the second copying step of copying the attribute 
information converted in the conversion step as attribute 
information in the second database. 

9. A storage medium which stores a control program for a 
database client which copies data between a plurality of 
10 databases, said control program comprising: 

a\ode of the first copying step of copying data selected 
from a fi\st database to a second database; 

a code isd: the determination step of determining if each 
of attribute icems of attribute information appended to the 
15 data can be set \n the second database; and 

a code of the second copying step of copying information 
of an attribute item\ which is determined in the 
determination step not uto be settable in the second database, 
to a predetermined attribute item of the second database. 
20 30. A storage medium which Stores a database client control 
program for a database system Waving a plurality of databases 
and a backup database for backing up data present in the 
plurality of databases, said control program comprising: 
a code of the first copying stepvof copying data present 
25 in one of the plurality of databases tct the backup database; 

a code of the determination step o redetermining if each 



V>f attribute items of attribute information appended to the 
data can be set in the backup database; 

\ a code of the second copying step of copying information 
of an attribute item, which is determined in the 
5 determination step to be settable in the backup database, 
to a corresponding attribute item of the backup database, 
and copying information of an attribute item, which is 
determined in the determination step not to be settable in 
the backup database, to a predetermined item of the backup 
10 database in a predetermined format; and 

a code of the information recovery step of recovering 
attribute information On the basis of an attribute item name 
and contents thereof indicated by attribute information, 
when attribute inf ormatiork stored in the predetermined 
15 attribute item in the predetermined format is detected upon 
copying data from the backup database to one of the plurality 
of databases . \ 

31. A storage medium which stores a control program for a 
database client which copies data between a plurality of 
20 databases, said program code comprising: 

a code of the first copying step of copying data selected 
from a first database to a second database; 

a code of the holding step of holding conversion 
information indicating a correspondence between attribute 
25 items of the first and second databases; 

a code of the conversion step of converting each of 



attribute items of attribute information appended to data 
copied in the first copying step to an attribute item of the 
second database in accordance with the conversion 
information; and 

a code of the second copying step of copying the 
attribute information converted in the conversion step as 
attribute information in the second database. 



